Chronic Disease Genomics Program

Public Health Workforce Assessment

Survey of Health Promotion Staff

We are conducting a needs assessment to find out what health promotion staff do or don’t know about “GENOMICS” so we can plan training sessions in the near future.  Program managers in the Bureau have already completed similar surveys and now we need your help!  We would greatly appreciate you taking about 5-10 minutes of your time to fill out this survey.  When you have completed the survey please drop it off at      Jenny Johnson’s cubicle #2399 (Ginger Bair’s old office) by JAN. 15!!!  Thank you!!!

1. Name of program you work with: _______________________________________

2. Job Title: __________________________________________________________

3. Educational Background (degrees earned and emphasis): 

__________________________________________________________________

4. What first comes to mind when you hear the word “genomics”?  “Genetics”? 

5. Currently how important is genomics in…?



1. Your program activities and services


· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know

2. Chronic disease prevention and promotion

· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important


3. Public Health Research

· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know


4. Public Health Policy

· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know

· Don’t Know

6. Over the next 5 years, how important will genomics be in…?

1. Your program activities and services


· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know

2. Chronic disease prevention and promotion

· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know

3. Public Health Research

· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know


4. Public Health Policy

· Very Important

· Somewhat Important

· Important

· Not Important

· Don’t Know

7. In the last 2-3 years what genomic/genetic issues have you become aware of that directly apply to your program?

8. What areas of genomics interest you personally?

· Genetic background of a specific disease (Disease _____________________)

· Personal family history of specific diseases

· Risk Assessments and Screenings for specific diseases

· Genetic Testing advances 

· Cloning and Genetic Altering advances

· Privacy and confidentiality laws/regulations

· Others --- 

9. What past education and/or training have you received in genomics/genetics?

10. How would you describe your knowledge on recent advances in genomics/genetics? 

· Very Knowledgeable 

· Somewhat Knowledgeable 

· A Little Knowledgeable

· Not At All Knowledgeable

11. What areas do you feel you need additional education or training in…?  

Check all that apply

· Understanding of Basic Genetic concepts

· Understanding the applicability of Genomics to public health and chronic disease prevention

· Genetic background of health problems specific to your program area

· Ethical, legal, and social implications of genetic advancements


· Cultural sensitivity of genetic advances/services/resources

· How to identify genetic resources and services (such as genetic counseling)

· Use of Family History as an intervention tool

· Policy, regulation, and legislation surrounding genetic topics

· Genetic Testing and its use for risk assessment and early identification of disease

· Other Areas --- 

12. Where would you seek information on genomics that was relevant to your program’s activities?  Check all that apply

· Internet (genetics-related websites) 

· Professional Organizations

· Genetic Experts

· Academic Institutions

· Colleagues 

· Journals and other Scientific Literature

· Other programs within state health departments

· Other --- 

13. What types of training resources would be most helpful for you to begin integrating genomics-related activities into your program?  Check all that apply

· Chronic Disease Genomics Program website

· Summaries of the genetics of common diseases/disorders applicable to your program

· Literature reviews of current research on genetics and your program

· Disease-specific trainings relevant to your program area

· Resource directory of genetic services and providers

· Resource directory of available genomic-related trainings, organizations, websites, educational opportunities, etc

· Other --- 

14. What types of educational opportunities would you participate in to receive additional training/experience in genomics?  Check all that apply

· Session at a Conference/Workshop

· Self study course/manual

· Videotapes

· Web-based resources

· Interactive CD-Rom 

· Other --- 

15. What factors would increase the likelihood of you participating in a genomics-related event?  Check all that apply

· Availability of Continuing Education Credits

· Nearby location

· Specific topic of interest being covered

· Convenient time

· No cost

· Other --- 

16. What is the best way to inform you of genomic information and educational opportunities?  Check all that apply

· Email or list serves

· Brochures, flyers, direct mailings

· Fact sheets

· Fax

· Newsletter

· Media (TV, Radio, magazine)

· Other --- 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!

***Resources for assessment questions included:  “The Role of State Public Health Agencies in Genetics and Disease Prevention:  Results of a National Survey”, “Framework for Public Health Genetics Policies and Practices in State and Local Health Agencies”, the Oregon Public Health Genetic Needs Assessment (Assessment Activities Instruments), and the North Carolina State-Wide Needs Assessment for a Comprehensive Genetics Plan.
