*DATE*

*ADDRESS*

Dear_______, 

I am sending you this letter to inform you of important Utah State legislation being proposed for the January 2008 legislative session.  The bill requests funding to require pharmacists to submit reports on Controlled Substance prescriptions they receive to DOPL’s Controlled Substances Database (CSDB) in real-time and to make this available to doctors and other prescribers of controlled substances. This could dramatically improve patient safety by enabling prescribers to recognize actual or potential patient problems before considering prescribing controlled substances. Currently the information available to prescribers from the Controlled Substances Database is typically at least one month out of date. Without access to real time data, a well meaning prescriber might unknowingly reinforce an addiction or might create a dangerous combination with other drugs including controlled substances that a patient is taking. 

Utah has achieved the unfortunate distinction of having reached the highest per capita prescription drug abuse rate in the nation. Of the 476 drug-related deaths in Utah last year, the vast majority, 307, were attributed to legal drugs, whether prescription or over-the-counter. The most common legally prescribable drugs involved in the deaths were opioid pain relievers including methadone, morphine, oxycodone, hydrocodone, and fentanyl. 

By improving access to the DOPL database with real time reporting, this Bill, if approved, could provide a critical step towards reversing this grave problem by improving patient safety and saving lives.  

Utah’s Controlled Substances Database is under the management of DOPL (Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing). Providers with a DEA number are eligible to access the Controlled Substances Database to view records of individuals for whom they are prescribing. Currently the proposed bill is protected and unnumbered. It requests $625,000 in one time funding to create the pilot project and $175,000 in ongoing funding to help with the pilot and maintain the database into the future.  
I encourage you to talk to your state representatives about supporting this important legislation. You can learn more about this bill, a related Utah State Legislature initiative establishing a program to reduce deaths and other harm from prescription opiates, and how you can assist in these efforts, on line at http://www.health.utah.gov/prescription/index.html.
Thank you, 

_____________

