Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

December 15, 2008

Present: Teresa Garret, Chair: Alan College, Kim Bateman, Martin Caravati, Teresa Rose, Iona Thraen
I. Research update/Brian Sauer

Brian presented research findings to date.  Discussion of the data, feedback and the need for more drill down information was discussed.  Brian described the nested case control design and also addressed the discordance versus diversion issue.
II.
Discussion on NPF negotiations (see below for Bobs concerns and negotiating points). Concerns regarding how this source of funding might influence or impact positions on the guidelines were expressed.
I had a call with Mark Rasmussen of the National Pain Foundation (NPF) today about the issue of UDOH partnering with NPF on a cme program for physicians in Utah that could then be extended to be used nationally (actually, it would always be available nationally on the web, but would be marketed nationally).

This what we discussed:

- the key issue for UDOH is editorial control of the content

          ( NPF couldn't do this and the partnership would not be possible if we include something in guidelines that they can't support)

- NPF wants to contract directly with a company that develops these on-line CME programs - that seems reasonable to me

- they want to be able to use the "Use Only as Directed" brand in association with the program in Utah

            (They will use a different brand when the move to national/other state marketing)

- NPF wants to own the content of the cme presentation for further use; they would provide us license to use in perpetuity within state of utah.

- They want to develop a similar program for pharmacists - same terms.

- They want an evaluation - we both agreed it needs to be objective and probably third party, but agreed not to include that in the initial agreement.

- They would like our support of the program when they go nationally in terms of quotes, etc, but aren't intending to put anything the agreement about it

He is going to send a letter outlining potential MOU terms - ideally he'll get it here before Tuesday and it could be presented to the Steering Committee for their recommendations, though I think ultimately it is a Dept decision.

Issues I want to have clear in the mou/contract:

   - control of the Use Only as Directed brand - i.e., they can use it in Utah as long as we've given approval to content, but not beyond that without our agreement.

   - not lose any rights to our own materials (i.e., Health Insight training materials, etc.) by agreeing they have rights to the cme content)

   - assurance we truly have absolute rights to approve the content.

   - assurance that UDOH logo/evidence of support or approval cannot be used unless we truly support it

With those issues addressed, I would favor going forward with it.  I'd appreciate comments.

Bob

II. Dr. Walton presented his experiences with working with Suboxone.
He started his presentation by describing the history and pharmacological features of the drug.  He indicated that in general his experiences had been positive.  He gave the following WEB address for additional information and indicted that there are approximately 150 physicians in Utah that have been trained in the use of the medication.   http://buprenorphine.samhsa.gov
III. A request to include representatives from the extenders groups was made (PAs/NPs).

