
Food Inventory Requirements  
 
 

I. The vendor agrees to have on the shelf for purchase a reasonable choice of 
authorized WIC foods as listed under the peer group of vendor. 

 
a. Peer groups 1 and 2 – WIC stores agree to have on the shelf and stock 

the following minimum varieties and quantities of WIC food items: 
 

i. Infant formula: Similac Advance (Abbott Nutrition) and Gerber 
Good Start Soy (Nestle); Quantity on shelf—twelve (12) cans of 
powder of each brand on the shelf; additional quantity in inventory or 
on the shelf: a minimum of two (2) cases of Similac Advance powder; 
one (1) case of Gerber Good Start Soy powder. The vendor agrees to 
acquire sufficient quantities of Similac Advance and Gerber Good Start 
Soy infant formula, or other infant formulas that can be obtained 
through grocery wholesalers above the minimum inventory 
requirements, in order to redeem WIC checks being presented at the 
vendor site within 72 hours of notification of the need without causing 
participant inconvenience or hardship. 
 

ii. Infant cereal, stock at least two (2) different varieties (i.e. Rice and 
Oatmeal) without fruit in 8-oz. size; quantity in stock—eight (8) 8-oz. 
containers. 

 
iii. Milk: Gallon size- whole, 2%, 1%, and skim; minimum quantity in stock 

of each fat content- five (5) gallons. Half-gallon size- whole, 2%, and 
either 1% or skim (or both); minimum quantity in stock of each fat 
content- three (3) half-gallons. Quart size- whole, 2%, and either 1% or 
skim (or both); minimum quantity in stock of each fat content- three (3) 
quarts. 

 
iv. Evaporated milk, stock at least one (1) variety in 12-oz. cans; quantity 

in stock—ten (10) cans. 
 

v. Authorized cheese, stock at least two (2) different varieties in 1 lb. 
packages (packages less than 1 lb. can combine to total 1 lb.); quantity 
in stock—ten (10) packages of varying sizes of authorized varieties.  
No sliced cheese, cheese foods, deli items, cheese products or 
spreads. 

 
vi. Authorized WIC low fat or nonfat yogurt: stock at least three (3) 

different varieties of plain or flavored yogurt in 32 ounce containers; 
quantity in stock—four (4) 32 ounce containers of each variety. 

 



vii. Authorized WIC whole fat yogurt: stock at least one (1) variety of plain 
or flavored yogurt in 32 ounce containers; quantity in stock—four (4) 32 
ounce containers. 

 
viii. Authorized WIC cereals, stock at least six (6) different authorized 

varieties; quantity in stock—four (4) containers of each variety. At least 
three (3) of the authorized varieties must be whole grain cereals. 

 
ix. Authorized WIC juice, stock at least two (2) different varieties of 12-oz. 

frozen juice; quantity in stock—six (6) containers of each variety and 
size. At least two (2) different authorized varieties of 64-oz full strength 
juice; quantity in stock—eight (8) containers of each variety and size. 

 
x. Eggs, authorized size; one (1) dozen; quantity in stock—ten (10) 

dozen. 
 

xi. Authorized peanut butter, stock at least two (2) different varieties in 16-
18-oz. size; quantity in stock—eight (8) jars of each variety. 

 
xii. Authorized dried peas/beans/lentils in 16-oz packages; stock at least 

four (4) different varieties; quantity in stock—four (4) packages of each 
variety. 

 
xiii. Stock at least two (2) different varieties of 15 to 16-oz authorized 

canned beans/peas/lentils; quantity in stock: eight (8) cans per variety. 
 

xiv. Authorized canned fish, stock at least two (2) different authorized 
varieties (light tuna and salmon) in 5-oz containers; quantity in stock – 
ten (10) cans of each variety. 

 
xv. Stock at least six (6) different varieties of authorized fresh fruits and 

four (4) different varieties of authorized fresh vegetables; quantity in 
stock for each variety: twelve (12) authorized fruit and vegetable 
commodities per variety. 

 
xvi. Stock at least three (3) different varieties of authorized 4-oz jars of 

infant single variety fruits and single variety vegetables; total quantity in 
stock for all varieties maintained by the store: 40 – 4-oz jars in any 
combination (includes shelf stock and storage inventory). 

 
xvii. Stock at least three (3) different single varieties of authorized 2.5-oz 

jars infant meats; total quantity in stock for all varieties maintained by 
the store: 20 – 2.5-oz jars (including shelf stock and storage inventory). 

 
xviii. Stock at least one (1) variety of authorized 16-oz size of whole wheat 

bread; quantity in stock: eight (8) loaves. 



 
 

xix. Stock at least one (1) variety of authorized brown rice (regular 16oz, 
instant 14 to 16-oz); quantity in stock: eight (8) packages. 

 
xx. Stock at least one (1) 16 oz. variety of authorized soft corn or whole 

wheat tortillas; quantity in stock: eight (8) packages. 
 

b. Peer groups 3 and 4 – Stores agree to have on the shelf and stock the following 
minimum varieties and quantities of WIC food items: 

 
i. Infant formula: Similac Advance (Abbott Nutrition) and Gerber 

Good Start Soy (Nestle); Quantity on shelf—twelve (12) cans of 
powder of each brand on the shelf; additional quantity in inventory or 
on the shelf: a minimum of one (1) case of Similac Advance powder. 
The vendor agrees to acquire sufficient quantities of Similac Advance 
and Gerber Good Start Soy infant formula, or other infant formulas that 
can be obtained through grocery wholesalers above the minimum 
inventory requirements, in order to redeem WIC checks being 
presented at the vendor site within 72 hours of notification of the need 
without causing participant inconvenience or hardship. 
 

ii. Infant cereal, stock at least two (2) different varieties (i.e. Rice and 
Oatmeal) without fruit in 8-oz. size; quantity in stock—six (6) 8-oz. 
containers. 

 
iii. Milk: Gallon size- whole, 2%, 1%, and skim; minimum quantity in stock 

of each fat content- four (4) gallons. Half-gallon size- whole, 2%, and 
either 1% or skim (or both); minimum quantity in stock of each fat 
content- two (2) half-gallons. Quart size- whole, 2%, and either 1% or 
skim (or both); minimum quantity in stock of each fat content- two (2) 
quarts. 

 
iv. Evaporated milk, stock at least one (1) variety in 12-oz. cans; quantity 

in stock—five (5) cans. 
 

v. Authorized cheese, stock at least two (2) different varieties in 1 lb. 
packages (packages less than 1 lb. can combine to total 1 lb.); quantity 
in stock—five (5) packages of varying sizes of authorized varieties.  No 
sliced cheese, cheese foods, deli items, cheese products or spreads. 

 
vi. Authorized WIC low fat or nonfat yogurt: stock at least three (3) 

different varieties of plain or flavored yogurt in 32 ounce containers; 
quantity in stock—four (4) 32 ounce containers of each variety. 

 



vii. Authorized WIC whole fat yogurt: stock at least one (1) variety of plain 
or flavored yogurt in 32 ounce containers; quantity in stock—four (4) 32 
ounce containers. 

 
viii. Authorized WIC cereals, stock at least four (4) different authorized 

varieties; quantity in stock—four (4) containers of each variety. At least 
two (2) of the authorized varieties must be whole grain cereals. 

 
ix. Authorized WIC Juice, stock at least two (2) different varieties of 12-oz. 

frozen juice; quantity in stock—six (6) containers of each variety and 
size. At least two (2) authorized varieties of 64-oz full strength juice; 
quantity in stock—six (6) containers of each variety and size. 

 
x. Eggs, authorized size; one (1) dozen; quantity in stock—six (6) dozen. 

 
xi. Authorized peanut butter, stock at least two (2) different varieties in 16-

18-oz. size; quantity in stock—four (4) jars. 
 

xii. Authorized dried peas/beans/lentils, authorized size in 16-oz 
packages; stock at least three (3) different varieties; quantity in stock—
three (3) packages of each variety. 

 
xiii. Stock at least two (2) different varieties of 15 to 16-oz authorized 

canned beans/peas/lentils, quantity in stock: six (6) cans per variety. 
 

xiv. Authorized canned fish, stock at least two (2) different authorized 
varieties (light tuna and salmon) in 5-oz containers; quantity in stock – 
six (6) cans for each variety. 

 
xv. Stock at least four (4) different varieties of authorized fresh fruits and 

two (2) varieties of authorized fresh vegetables; quantity in stock for 
each variety: eight (8) authorized fruit and vegetable commodities per 
variety. 

 
xvi. Stock at least two (2) different varieties of authorized 4-oz jars of infant 

single variety fruits and single variety vegetables; total quantity in stock 
for all varieties maintained by the store: 30 - 4 oz jars in any 
combination (includes shelf stock and storage inventory). 

 
xvii. Stock at least two (2) different single varieties of authorized 2.5-oz jars 

infant meats; total quantity in stock for all varieties maintained by the 
store: 15 – 2.5-oz jars (including shelf stock and storage inventory). 

 
xviii. Stock at least one (1) variety of authorized 16-oz size of whole wheat 

bread; quantity in stock: six (6) loaves. 
 



xix. Stock at least one (1) variety of authorized brown rice (regular 16oz, 
instant 14 to 16-oz); quantity in stock: eight (8) packages. 

 
xx. Stock at least one (1) 16 oz. variety of authorized soft corn or whole 

wheat tortillas; quantity in stock: eight (8) packages. 
 

c. Peer group 5 – Stores agree to have on the shelf and stock the following 
minimum varieties and quantities of WIC food items: 

 
i. Infant formula: Similac Advance (Abbott Nutrition) and Gerber 

Good Start Soy (Nestle); Quantity on shelf—six (6) cans of powder of 
Similac Advance on the shelf. The vendor agrees to acquire sufficient 
quantities of Similac Advance and Gerber Good Start Soy infant 
formula, or other infant formulas that can be obtained through grocery 
wholesalers above the minimum inventory requirements, in order to 
redeem WIC checks being presented at the vendor site within 72 hours 
of notification of the need without causing participant inconvenience or 
hardship. 
 

ii. Infant cereal, stock at least two (2) different varieties (i.e. Rice and 
Oatmeal) without fruit in 8-oz. size; quantity in stock—four (4) 8-oz. 
containers. 

 
iii. Milk: Gallon size- whole, 2%, 1%, and skim; minimum quantity in stock 

of each fat content- two (2) gallons. Half-gallon size- whole, 2%, and 
either 1% or skim; minimum quantity in stock of each fat content- one 
(1) half-gallon. Quart size- whole, 2%, and either 1% or skim; minimum 
quantity in stock of each fat content- one (1) quart. 

 
iv. Evaporated milk, stock at least one (1) variety in 12-oz. cans; quantity 

in stock—two (2) cans. 
 

v. Authorized cheese, stock at least two (2) different varieties in 1 lb. 
package (packages less than 1 lb. can combine to total 1 lb.); quantity 
in stock—two (2) packages of varying sizes of authorized varieties.  No 
sliced cheese, cheese foods, deli items, cheese products or spreads. 

 
vi. Authorized WIC low fat or nonfat yogurt: stock at least two (2) different 

varieties of plain or flavored yogurt in 32 ounce containers; quantity in 
stock—two (2) 32 ounce containers of each variety. 
 

vii. Authorized WIC whole fat yogurt: stock at least one (1) variety of plain 
or flavored yogurt in 32 ounce containers; quantity in stock—two (2) 32 
ounce containers. 

 



viii. Authorized WIC cereals, stock at least two (2) different authorized 
varieties; quantity in stock—two (2) containers of each variety. At least 
one (2) of the authorized varieties must be whole grain cereals. 

 
ix. Authorized WIC juice, stock at least two (2) different varieties of 12-oz. 

frozen juice; quantity in stock—four (4) containers of each variety and 
size. At least two (2) different authorized varieties of 64-oz full strength 
juice; quantity in stock—four (4) containers of each variety and size. 

 
x. Eggs, authorized size; one (1) dozen; quantity in stock—two (2) dozen. 

 
xi. Authorized peanut butter, stock at least two (2) different varieties in 16-

18-oz. size; quantity in stock—two (2) jars. 
 

xii. Authorized dried peas/beans/lentils, in 16-oz packages; stock at least 
two (2) different varieties; quantity in stock—two (2) packages of each 
variety. 

 
xiii. Stock at least two (2) different varieties of 15 to 16-oz authorized 

canned beans/peas/lentils, quantity in stock: four (4) cans per variety. 
 

xiv. Authorized canned fish, stock at least two (2) different varieties (light 
tuna and salmon) in 5-oz containers; quantity in stock – four (4) cans of 
each variety. 

 
xv. Stock at least two (2) different varieties of authorized fresh fruits and 

two (2) varieties of authorized fresh vegetables; quantity in stock for 
each variety: four (4) authorized fruit and vegetable commodities per 
variety. 

 
xvi. Stock at least two (2) different varieties of authorized 4-oz jars of infant 

single variety fruits and single variety vegetables; total quantity in stock 
for all varieties maintained by the store: 20 - 4 oz jars in any 
combination (includes shelf stock and storage inventory). 

 
xvii. Stock at least two (2) different single varieties of authorized 2.5-oz jars 

infant meats; total quantity in stock for all varieties maintained by the 
store: 10 – 2.5-oz jars (including shelf stock and storage inventory). 

 
xviii. Stock at least one (1) variety of authorized 16-oz size of whole wheat 

bread; quantity in stock: four (4) loaves. 
 

xix. Stock at least one (1) variety of authorized brown rice (regular 16oz, 
instant 14 to 16-oz); quantity in stock: four (4) packages. 

 



xx. Stock at least one (1) 16 oz. variety of authorized soft corn or whole 
wheat tortillas; quantity in stock: four (4) packages. 

 
II. During monitoring of the vendor, the required food inventory requirements will 

be evaluated and corrective action taken or non-authorization may result if 
appropriate. 

 


